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To: Special Programs Examiner Tsang 703-746-7144 / 

pro 



Prom: Edward D. Grieff 
202-942-8^153 



Date: February 20, 2003 
Note: 



Attached please jfind the Advisory Action dated February 20. 2003, where the 
Examiner has objected to claims 2-8, 10-17, 19-31, 33-40, 104 and 106 -- despite 
the fact there is no basis in the record for this objection. 

Also attached please find an interview summary of February 20, 2003. 

On the basis of fairness, I respectfully request that the finality of the office action 
dated January 22, 2002, be withdrawn on the grounds of PTO delay in acting on 
the application. 



This f^icfiimile transmission is confidential and may be privileged If you are not the inicnded recipient, plcabc 
immediately call the sender or, if the sender is not available, call 202-942-S333, and destroy all copies of this 
transmission. If the cransmission is incomplete or illegible, please calJ the sender or, if the sender is noi available^ 
C€iU 202-942^333. Thank you. 



Client Matter Number: 
Return To: 1009 

Transmitted by: 

BQSiOti LowpoN* MUNICH* New YpRK Oxford* Princeton Reston WalthaM Washinqton 

Ffalt and Dorr LLP is a hfasviCtm3*nJ Limited Liability Pamurjh tp ^an iruStptaidfnrjolnf ^mun taw Jinn 
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Advisory Aciioti 



AppWpBtlon No. 

09/516.194 



Robert Gerall 



cani 



Appll< 
TAMEt 



Art Unitl K 



1626 



? 0 



— t 



"The MAlUNG DATE of this t:cmmunICitt!on appears an th^ covet sheei with tha ^Mrr^pond^nce address — 

THE REPLY FILED 22 July 2002 FAILS TO PLAC^ THIS APPLICATION IN CONDmON FOR ALLOWANCE. 
Therefore, further action by th@ applicant 1$ r^uired to avoid abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a 
final rejection under 37 CFR 1,113 may only be either; (1 ) a timely filed am widment which places the application in 
condition fbr ailawancaj (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee): or (3) a tinriely filed Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) In compliance with 37 CFR 1.1 14. 



PERIOD FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 
_mortths from the mailing dat© of the final re^ecfion. 



a) Q The period for reply expires _ 

b) CD The period for rnply expires on; (1 ) iha mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in tfia final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event however, will the statutory pdiiod for reply expire Idt^rthan SIX MONTHS from the mailing data of the ffnal rojecilDn. 

ONLY CHECK THIS BOX WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 

70fi.07(f), 

Extensions of ttme may be obtained under 37 CFR i .I3e(a). The date on whicih the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) Mnd the appropriate e?it$nsloh 
fee have bean filod Is tha date fair purpose? of datcnninrng the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension 
fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(a) is calculated from: (1 ) the expiration d^te of the ahortanad statutory period for reply originaRy s^t in [he final Office action; or 
f2) as set forth In (b) Bdove, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maiTing date of the final rejection, even if 
timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjuetment. See 37 CFR 1.704(0). 

1 A Notice Of Appeal wgs filed on 22 July 2002 . Appellants Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 
37 CFR 1.192(s), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeaL 

2.E1 The proposed amendment(s) wili not be entered becausei 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require flirther consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) 13 they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) □ they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues for appeal; and/or 

(d) P they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE; the struciute In claim 55 and In th& specification . 
30 Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 



.would be allowable rf submitted in a separate^ timely filed amendment 



Newly proposed or amended daim(s) _ 
canceling the non-allowable da]m(s). 

5.D The □)□ affidavit, b)n exhibit, or c)D request fbr reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 
application In condition fbr allowance because: . 

S-D The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be conaidored because If ia not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 
raised by the Examiner in the final rejection- 

7.13 For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)S will not be entered or b)D will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim(s) Is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim{s) allowed: . 

CIalm(s) objected to; g^. i0-i7. 19-31.33^. i04. iOS . 

Claim(s) rejected: . 

C!aim(s) withdrawn from consideration: ±. 

e.n The proposed drawing correction filed on te a)0 approved or b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

e.D Note the attached Information Disdosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). . 

lO.a Other. 

Robert GerstI 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1626 



U.S. Patent and Tr^dcmanc onicB 
PTO-303 (R«v. 04-01) 



Action 



Part of Paper No, 19 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COA/UIIERCE 
PaUnt and Trademavfc Office 

Addt-ess: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS A^D TRADEMARKS 
Washington, DX. 20231 



Sf^RlAL NUM^BR | FlkiNG DATS | 


FIRST naM^P applicant 


1 ATTORlley QOCKfiT NO. 









EXAMIN3R 



ART UNIT 



NUMBER 



Si o 



DATE mailed; 
EXAMINjBR INTERVIBW SUMMARY RECORD 



*3L 



At! pm[c^ant» (applicant, appltcanf fi rctpresdhtAtlvB, PTO perBOnnclh 

TVpb: [S'^'felBphonic □ Pertotwl (copy 1$ giVM to □ apptlcaiH □ applicant' r repracsntaitlvB). 
Exhpb'rt shown or defnonnratlon con ductDd: □ Yrt □ No, If yes, brief description: 



reached with respect ta somff or all of the claims In que^lan, □ vvbb not reachad. 

ClainK dEnnissed: 



Idantif Icatlon of prior art diacussed: 



DeEcrlptlon of tha general nature of whet was agreed to If an agroemani W45 raachedj or any other ccmments:, 

aS^dmentsi^^afeLli whlfekhf'fi^mlnBlf^gre&^uCd^o^er tS cllims allowabla must be 
ntBCH&d.rAUo. whare no copy otthc anfiei|drftarrts which would render tha clBimSjallowoble is available^ a summary thereof must b» attached.) 

Unlbrth* faragfSplis below ha^a been checkob to irtdkstB to ihe contrary, A FQRMAL^RITTEN RESPONSE TO THE LAST OFfSICE ACTION 15 
NOT WAJVED AND MUST INCLUDE TH^ SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW (a-*, ftemM-7 on the reverse side of thl« foim). If « responffc ro tJie 
last Office ftctiori.has already been filed, then applicant Is giv^n one month from this Ini^rview datBtoprovldeastaterndntof thcsutastanceof the interview. 

filtiB not nec8££ary for applicant to provide a fispsraie raocrd of tha substance of the intftrvtew. 

□ Sinc« the D^amlnar's Intarytew summary above (including any attachments) reflects a CDmpleie response to aacii of the Qlijeetions. rejections and 
rBE^ulremefTts thst nuy ba prcferrt In the last Office occron^ and since the clstnif are now alloM^ble^ this completed fomt Is considered to fulfill the 
reaporuB requirements of the Last Office action. _V^>0 ^ ^ ^ 



82-3309 PTOL-413 Km. 1-61) 
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